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OVERALL DEFECT DIAGNOSIS

MEDIUM RISK

Moderate issue requiring attention within weeks

1. Identified Defect
Rising damp affecting ground floor wall

2. Root Cause Analysis
Primary Cause:

Rising damp occurs when moisture from the ground is drawn up through walls by capillary action, typically
due to a compromised or non-existent damp-proof course (DPC). This process is exacerbated in older
properties where the DPC may have degraded or been bridged by surrounding materials.

Contributing Factors:

. Inadequate ventilation: Poor air circulation allows moisture to accumulate, creating conditions favourable for
mould growth

. Thermal bridging: Cold spots on walls or ceilings can cause condensation when warm, moist air comes into
contact with cold surfaces

Water ingress: Leaks from roofs, gutters, plumbing, or rising damp can introduce moisture into building materials

High humidity levels: Relative humidity above 60% provides sufficient moisture for mould spores to germinate
and thrive

Insufficient heating or insulation: Inadequate temperature control and thermal insulation can lead to condensation
formation

Building design: Features such as single-glazed windows, uninsulated walls, or poor vapour barriers can
contribute to moisture problems

Lifestyle factors: Activities such as cooking, showering, and drying clothes indoors without adequate ventilation
increase moisture levels
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REPAIR ADVICE

The following repair recommendations are based on the identified defect and root cause analysis. Professional
assessment is recommended to confirm the most appropriate repair methodology for your specific situation.

1. Recommended Professional Repair

ESTIMATED COST: ESTIMATED TIME:

£1,500 - £2,500 3-4 weeks including drying time

Repair Methodology:

Remove damaged plaster to expose the affected area.

Install or repair the damp-proof course (DPC) using a chemical injection method.

Allow the wall to dry completely, which may take several weeks.

Re-plaster the wall with a salt-resistant plaster to prevent salt deposition.

Repaint the wall once fully dried using a breathable paint.

Benefits of Professional Repair:

Guaranteed workmanship and materials
Compliance with building regulations
Professional assessment of underlying causes
Warranty on completed work

Insurance compliance where applicable

Proper disposal of materials and waste

2. Alternative Repair Options

DIY repair is not recommended for this issue
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PREVENTATIVE MAINTENANCE

Preventative maintenance is essential to avoid recurrence of this defect and to maintain your property in good
condition. The following recommendations are specific to this defect type and should be implemented as part of
your regular property maintenance schedule.

Immediate Actions:
‘ Monitor the affected area regularly for any changes or deterioration

. Address any contributing factors identified in the root cause analysis
‘ Ensure adequate ventilation in the affected area

. Take photographs to document current condition for future reference

Long-term Maintenance Recommendations:

. Regularly inspect external walls for signs of bridging of the DPC by garden beds or pathways.
. Ensure gutters and downpipes are clear and in good condition to prevent water ingress.

‘ Consider installing a French drain to direct water away from the building foundation.

Recommended Maintenance Schedule:

Weekly: Visual inspection of the affected area

Monthly: Check for any signs of deterioration or changes

Quarterly: Professional assessment if condition changes

Annually: Comprehensive property inspection by qualified professional

Benefits of Preventative Maintenance:

Regular maintenance helps prevent defect recurrence, maintains property value, reduces long-term repair costs, and
ensures early detection of any related issues.
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Disclaimer

You should know...

This report is Al-generated and advisory only. It does not replace professional inspection by a
qualified surveyor, engineer, or contractor.

This report has been prepared using artificial intelligence (Al) technology based on the image and description you
provided. The analysis, recommendations, and content contained in this report are advisory in nature and are the
product of HomeCheckAl, not any individual surveyor or engineer.

HomeCheckAl accepts sole responsibility for the statements and opinions expressed in this report. Individual Al
systems or algorithms assume no personal financial responsibility or liability for the contents of this report.

This report is based solely on visual evidence provided and does not include on-site inspection, structural
calculations, material testing, or invasive investigation. Al analysis may not identify all defects, underlying issues,
or contributing factors. Hidden defects or issues not visible in photographs cannot be assessed.

Cost estimates provided are indicative and may vary significantly based on location, contractor rates, extent of
damage, materials chosen, and other factors. Recommendations are general guidance and may not be suitable for
all situations.

This report does not exclude liability for death or personal injury resulting from negligence. However,
HomeCheckAl's maximum liability for any other loss or damage is limited to the amount paid for this report (£9.99).

This report is provided for informational and educational purposes only. It is not acceptable for insurance claims,
legal proceedings, mortgage lender requirements, building regulations compliance, planning permission
applications, or property sale disclosures. For these purposes, you must consult qualified professionals such as
RICS surveyors, structural engineers, or licensed contractors.

HomeCheckAl disclaims all representations, warranties, responsibility, or liability for the accuracy or completeness
of information in this document or any other information given. The user acknowledges that this is an Al-generated
advisory report and agrees to seek professional advice for any critical decisions regarding property maintenance
or repair.
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